
Very young children can 
ask the darndest ques-
tions, can’t they? Well 

there is a book that has almost 
all of the answers.

What Are Clouds Made 
Of?, compiled by Geraldine 
Taylor, illustrated by Amy 
Schimler. Toronto: Scholas-
tic Canada, 2008, 14 pages, 
$11.99 hardcover

It’s a neat little book for age 
three to five that has answers 
to questions like “Do trees 
breathe? Why do flowers smell 
nice? What do worms eat? How 
did the water in the ocean get 
there?” and so on. Tiny fingers 
can lift the flaps and pull the 
tabs on each page to find the 
answers. Older children or an 
adult can read the words. Part 
toy, part book, it’s exactly the 
sort of thing that makes kids 
want to ‘read’ it over and over.

This first step book is a won-
derful way to make children 
aware of the natural world 
around them.

The Man Who Made Parks, 
by Frieda Wishinsky, illus-
trated by Song Nan Zhang. 
Toronto: Tundra Books, 
2009, 32 pages, $12.99 paper-
back

North America is fortunate 
to have so many magnificent 
national, provincial and state 
parks. These vast green spaces 
not only provide a refuge from 
our teeming cities and frenetic 
pace, they tie us to our roots in 
nature. They remind us Earth 
is where we live and breathe. 
They nudge us towards respon-
sible stewardship. One of these 
wonderful areas is Algonquin 
Park. Perhaps you and your 
family will go there this sum-
mer.

But there are other kinds 
of parks, much smaller ones, 
tucked into huge cities. These 
are often the work of landscape 
architects and the first person 
to claim the title of this now 
important profession was Fred-
erick Law Olmstead. This is his 
story.

Born in Connecticut in 1822, 
Olmstead had always loved the 

countryside of New England. A 
trip to England when he was 
a young man further sparked 
this interest. He was especially 
impressed by the English public 
gardens and parks. After several 
failed starts at various careers, 
Olmstead entered a contest 
with an established architect, 
Calvert Vaux, to design a park 
for New York City. Their win-
ning entry was the beginning of 
Central Park. Olmstead later 
created a park on the Amer-
ican side of Niagara Falls as 
well as the grounds around the 
United States Capitol building 
in Washington. In Canada he 
worked on Montreal’s beautiful 
Mount Royal area and he was 
instrumental in having Yosem-
ite Valley in California made a 
national park.

Readers eight and up will 
appreciate this short, informa-
tive book with Song Nan 
Zhang’s richly detailed full-
page paintings of the scenes 
described in the text. Careers 
are often inspired by something 
as simple as reading books like 
this.

The themes in books for teen-
age readers are becoming more 
and more dis-
turbing. And 
yet, they are 
part of the 
world today, a 
world that is 
at our finger-
tips as we sit 
in front of 
our computer 

screens. The next two books 
are excellent examples.

They Called Me Red, by 
Christina Kilbourne. Mont-
real: Lobster Press, 2008, 
192 pages, $10.95 paperback

Christina Kilbourne deserves 
high praise for writing about 
two of the worst types of crim-
inal activity involving child 
abuse. In her earlier novel Dear 
Jo: The Story of Losing Leah 
(Lobster Press, 2006) she dealt 
with pedophiles who search 
online for their victims. The 
novel was highly acclaimed and 
rightly so. In her new book, 
They Called Me Red, Kilbourne 
turns to child trafficking for the 
international sex trade.

Devon is 11 years old. He 
lives with his dad, a single fath-
er who tells Devon his mother 
is dead. When his dad forms a 
relationship with Lily, a Viet-
namese woman he meets at 
work, Devon’s world starts to 
spiral out of control. His dad 
becomes seriously ill and needs 
a liver transplant. Lily per-
suades them to come to Viet-
nam where she claims they will 
find a cure in Asian medicine. 
The trip quickly turns into a 
nightmare when it becomes 
obvious there’s no cure to be 
had. While his father lies dying, 
Devon is drugged and sold into 
prostitution by Lily, who turns 
out to have ulterior motives for 
taking Devon and his sick dad 
to Vietnam in the first place.

The young boy becomes the 
property of a woman called 
Long who runs a brothel front-
ing as a restaurant in neigh-
bouring Cambodia. Three other 
boys and several girls are kept 
as prisoners, working as slave 
labour in Long’s restaurant as 
well as being humiliated and 

sexually abused by her clients. 
The story of their rescue is a 
riveting account of the ways 
international police agencies 
work together to help victims of 
these heinous crimes.

Kilbourne is highly skilled 
in presenting a serious social 
problem of global magnitude 
with sensitivity and compas-
sion. She doesn’t shy away from 
the shocking details of Devon’s 
situation or the long hard road 
to emotional recovery he faces 
after his rescue, yet she goes 
beyond the mere exposition 
of her theme. By raising the 
awareness of mature teen read-
ers and by introducing char-
acters who are prepared to be 
proactive in helping victims 
like Devon, she points the way 
to a more hopeful future for 
the children who are trafficked 
every year in the sex trade.

This is an important novel for 
boys and girls age 14 and up as 
well as for family or classroom 
discussions.

The Bite of The Mango, 
by Maiatu Kamara with 
Susan McClelland. Toron-
to: Annick Press, 2008, 216 
pages, $12.95 paperback

The West African country of 
Sierra Leone is one of the poor-
est in the world. Often political-
ly unstable and racked by civil 
war, the country was brutalized 
from 1991 to 2002 by armed 
rebels who called themselves 
the Revolutionary United Front. 
The ‘soldiers’ were often little 
more than boys, and sometimes 
girls, who’d been kidnapped 
and pressed into service with 
the rebel troops.

The rebels terrorized rural 
areas, burning huts and ran-
domly killing, maiming or rap-
ing villagers without regard for 
age, sex or condition. Mariatu 
Kamara was one of the vic-
tims. Just 12 years old she 
was snatched while walk-
ing to a nearby village to get 
food, and lost her hands to the 
cold-blooded attack. Her story 
became known to foreign jour-
nalists and she was sent to 
a refugee camp for amputees, 
then to England where she was 
fitted with prosthetic hands. 
Later a Canadian couple was 
instrumental in securing her 
immigration to Toronto where 
she lives today and is a col-
lege student. Now 21 years old, 
Mariatu has been named as a 
Unicef special representative 
for children and armed conflict. 
Her work will include a North 
American speaking tour and 
a role in a documentary film 
about child victims of war.

Susan McClelland is an 
acclaimed journalist who won 
the 2005 Amnesty Internation-
al Media Award. Mariatu’s case 
is just one of millions world-
wide but it is one we mustn’t 
ignore in our ever changing, 
ever shrinking global village. 
The book is suitable for boys 
and girls age 14 and up.

Maryleah Otto is a librar-
ian and published author of 
four books for children and 
“Adventures of a Bigwin Inn 
Postmistress.” She was also a 
book reviewer for the Canadian 
Library Association and the 
Ontario School Library Asso-
ciation for many years.
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SUNSET CRUISES
Captain R.S. Potts  •  Phone: 705-645-2462
www.sunsetcruises.ca • M.V. IDYLLWOOD

Summer Schedule 2009
Starts June 22 to September 5, 2009

• Mondays:  1 hr cruises depart Bala at 10:00 till 3:00. 

• Tuesdays:  1.5 hr cruises depart Windermere 11:00, 1:00, 3:00.

• Wednesdays:  1.5 hr Milford Bay/Millionaires Row 11:00, 1:00, 3:00. 

• Thursdays: 1.5 hr cruises depart Port Carling 10:00, 12:00.
 3.5 hr Lake Joseph cruise departs Port Carling 2:00. 
 3 hr Lake Rosseau Sunset cruise departs 6:30. 

• Fridays:  1 hr cruises depart Rosseau 10:00 till 3:00.
 3 hr Muskoka cruise from Port Carling 6:30.  

• Saturdays:  1.5 hr cruises depart Port Carling 10:00, 12:00.
 3.5 hr Lake Joseph cruise departs Port Carling 2:00.  
 3 hr Muskoka cruise from Port Carling 6:30.

1 HR CRUISES TO 3.5 HR CRUISES FROM $16 TO $40 PER PERSON
Taxes are included in the price.

All cruises feature an interesting commentary of the area.
From time to time the Idyllwood is privately booked and this may require the

cancellation of certain cruises for a day.
Private charters always available. Call for up to date schedule info.

www.muskoka.ontariospca.ca      e-mail: muskoka@ospca.on.ca
Ad sponsored by a friend of the animals

ONTARIO S.P.C.A.
MUSKOKA BRANCH

4 Ferrier Road, Bracebridge, ON P1L 1W5 645-6225
Monday-Saturday: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

DESIGNS BY DORI
GIANT WAREHOUSE SALE

AUGUST 1ST, 2ND & 3RD ONLY
10 - 5 Daily

157 Medora St., Port Carling, ON

• A new or gently used whipper snipper 
• Hard plastic cat toys and beds • Floor cleaner

Desperately
Needed

WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

“TRENDY JEWELLERY, 
TOYS AND NOVELTY”

A percentage of all sales will go 
directly to the Muskoka SPCA.

Children’s books that make you think
KIDs’ BOOKBAG

BY MARYLEAH OTTO


